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Dear Pioneer Families,  

We would like to explain the leadership structure across the Pioneer Federation from September 
2018.  

There will always be a member of the leadership team (Executive Headteacher, Head of School, 
Assistant Headteacher or Senior Teacher) in charge of the school daily. They will not be class based 
when leading the school. Please feel that you can meet with any of the leaders to discuss issues or 
concerns. The leadership team meet regularly so all information will be shared between us all.  

James Procter will continue as Executive Headteacher across the 3 schools. He will be working at 
each school equally across the week and will be the key leader in charge of the school on the days he 
is in. James has the National Headteacher qualification.  

Vicky Lewis will be the Head of School for Chiddingly and East Hoathly. She will split her time equally 
across both schools. Vicky will be the key leader in charge of the school on the days she is in. Vicky 
has had a vast range of leadership training and experience and has been the Deputy Headteacher for 
the schools over the last few years.  

Frances Taylor will be the Head of School for St Mary’s for 4 days a week. Frances will be the key 
leader in charge of the school on the days she is in. Frances has also had a vast range of leadership 
training and experience and has previously been a Deputy and an Acting Headteacher.  

Lisa Purcell will be the Assistant Headteacher for East Hoathly and Claire Winchester will be the 
Assistant Headteacher for Chiddingly. They will be out of class for 1 day a week and will be in charge 
of the school on that day. Lisa and Claire have had a wide range of leadership training and 
experience.   

Sheridan Denney is the EYFS Lead and Senior Teacher for East Hoathly and will occasionally be the 
key leader in charge of East Hoathly.  She oversees Early Years at East Hoathly and is also an EYFS 
County moderator. She has had a range of leadership training and experience. Dawn Poulton is the 
Nursery Manager and leads the Nursery. 



Sian Leahy will be the Inclusion Manager at St Mary’s for 1 day a week. She will also be the Thrive 
Lead across all 3 schools and will be working in each school for half a day each month.  

Sally McGinty and Sophie Levey are the Inclusion Managers for Chiddingly and East Hoathly 
respectively. They both also work one day a week in this role.  

The names of Pioneer Governors and their responsibilities will be sent out soon.  

We all look forward to working with you to ensure that your children have the best educational 
experience possible and that the Federation continues to flourish.  

If you have any questions, please get in contact.  

Yours sincerely,  

                                                                      

                                                                    James Procter 

                                                      Pioneer Executive Headteacher 

                                                           

                             Vicky Lewis                                                 Frances Taylor 

  East Hoathly and Chiddingly Head of School             St Mary’s Head of School 

                                                                            

                             Lisa Purcell                                                   Claire Winchester  

       East Hoathly Assistant Headteacher                  Chiddingly Assistant Headteacher 

                                                                                       

                      Sheridan Denney                                                  Dawn Poulton 

East Hoathly EYFS Lead and Senior Teacher                        Nursery Manager 

                                                                                                                                   

                                                                      Sian Leahy 

                                  St Mary’s Inclusion Manager and Pioneer Thrive Lead  

                     

                      Sophie Levey                                          

                        Sophie Levey                                                        Sally McGinty  

         East Hoathly Inclusion Manager                          Chiddingly Inclusion Manager  


